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The main character of the story, the Black 
Swordsman. He exists in the interstice, 
wears the Berserker armor, and his soul is 
constantly torn between protecting Casca 
and challenging Griffith. That struggle is 
nothing short of sublime. 


i) 
Mi | Former unit commander 


W of the Band of the Hawk; 
mentally regressed from 
| her experience in the 

By eclipse. She now neither 
speaks nor conveys any 

A) feelings. Her brand, 

es which reacts to evil, is 

1 narrowly shielded by 
Flora’s talisman. 
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An elf who's long been with Guts on his journeys. 
His dust has the power to heal wounds. He 
confirmed that he’s a wind spirit, and he also 
changes into Chestnut Puck. 
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4 Disciple of Flora, witch of 
the spirit tree mansion. 

| She supports Guts and 
the others through her 
use Of magic; however, 
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DFU isiaro 
Dreams of being the “ultimate swordsman,” but his 
actual talent, not up to snuff, repeatedly endangers 
him. Nevertheless, the boy endeavors toward 


his dream. He is currently equipped with a fetish 
granted the protection of fire elementals. 


some beyond her mastery, 
¥ which occasionally place 
her in great peril as she 

\ tries to aid her allies. She 
‘| has a stilted side to her 

4 personality. 
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AVR A Griffith 


Through the eclipse of the Crimson Behelit, he was 
reborn as Femto of the Godhand. Later he was 
incarnated in the imitation eclipse catalyzed by the 
egg-shaped apostle, thus returning to the physical 
world, in which he became the “absolute,” without 
equal. He leads the reborn Band of the Hawk. 


}} #/ | Former commander of the 
“7771 ) Holy See's Holy Iron Chain 
NJ Knights, and daughter of 
> the Vandimion family, one 
) Of influential status and 
: wealth in the religious 
“gs, sphere. She seeks to learn 
“7 from Guts her own means 
of survival, and about the 
_.| reality of the world. 
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Attendant of Farnese, 
and actually her brother. 


LS 
Va | ____ However, Farnese is 
, bh (iif MN \\\\,.] Not aware of the blood 
y, \ 1 \ \ 7 ay 


ge? 
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j 
Y, 
y, relationship. He is skilled 
in fighting, and currently 
} Clad in a fetish granted 
PW the protection of wind 
elementals. 
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\\ i Rickert 


¥ Captain of the naval vessel 

| Seahorse and third in line 

to the royal throne of lith, a 
maritime power within the 
domain of the Holy See. He is 

a friend of Farnese’s brother 
and has become her fiancé. He 
is currently taking Guts and the 
% others to Skellig Island, where 
-) the Elfhelm is located. 


LYA 


Erica 


A girl who was living with Godo. She was 
originally a war orphan, but she loves Godo 
like he’s her actual father rather than 
adoptive. Currently she’s Rickert’s companion. 


With help from the merrow, Guts’ 


party has defeated the sea god. 
Guts, on the verge of death as a 
result of drawing out the power 
of the Berserker armor, is rescued 
by the merrow and a mysterious 
luminous body. The party then 
follow as the merrow guide them 
to Elf Island. 


Meanwhile on the mainland, 
Rickert is rescued from danger by 
the reborn Band of the Hawk as he 
makes his way toward Falconia. 
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YOU LIVED 
IN AN 
INCREDIBLE 
PLACE 
H\ LIKE 7H/S, 
/\ RICKERT? 
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wowww... 
A WHOLE 
CASTLE 
COULD FIT 
THROUGH 
THIS 
GATE. 


IT'S NOT 
SOMETHING 
‘ es ! I CAN 
RAFEENE? ‘9 _@ | EXPLAIN. 
WORLEY BEYOND MY 
THAT 


THIS 
ROYAL 
REBORN.| | | CAPITAL... 


= | | re 
ee , ZY wever seen PEOPLE, 
| = so. many GER 
WHERE! 


PEOPLE 
BEFORE! 
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IS 
E-EVERYONE 
IN THE 
COUNTRY 
GATHERED 

HERE? 


/ THESE 
IT’S LIKE CROWDS ARE 
THE LEGENDARY NOTHING 


CITY SAID TO SLEEP LIKE THE OLD 
BENEATH THE CAPITAL WINDHAM. 
HAS COME BACK. 


W/ ACTUALLY, 
THAT 

MAY BE 

ACCURATE. 
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Y YOU ABOUT 
=| TO DEPART, 
SIR 
JARIF? 
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THE MEDIUM 
HAS DELIVERED 
HEADED HER ORACLE. 
THERE NOW A PACK OF 
TO RESCUE TROLLS IS 


SUPPOSED TO 
ATTACK SOME 
REFUGEES 
NEAR THE 
EASTERN 
MOUNTAIN 
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=i WE KUSHAN OWE 
SO WE HAVE THE PEOPLE OF 

\ ALL DEDICATED THIS LAND AN 
OUR LIVES TO IMMEASURABLE 


, SERVING OUR NEW f 


THIS IS NO TIME 
FOR PEOPLE 
TO FIGHT EACH 


WE'LL 
PROCESS YOUR 


REGISTRATIONS 
————— =| HERE. AFTER THAT, [| / THE 

VAEN Na YOU'LL BE ASSIGNED fei REFUGEE 
Mt a TEMPORARY Ry BUREAU. 
Ht Wig LODGING. | 


: . TAKING 
“| RICK- | | INTO ACCOUNT 
“\ ERT. YOUR WISHES LOE RESIDENCE 
AND Set \ NY «WILL BE 
ABiLities. / SA Sery Ah SITUATED 
Ti SE y__\ NEAR SOME 
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4 APPRECIATE 
ALL YOU'VE 
DONE 
FOR US. 
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IT'S A LETTER OF 
RECOMMENDATION FOR 


CRAFTSMAN GUILDS 
AND THE ARMY. 
YOU PERFORMED 


DROP BY 
THE CASTLE 
TOMORROW 
AFTERNOON. 


YOU WANT 
TO SEE 
SIR 


GRIFFITH, 
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WHEN 
I SEE 
GRIFFITH... 
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Be 
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ALL 
THAT TIME 
ON THE RUN, 
JUST TO HAVE 
TO WAIT IN 
LINE. TALK 
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a rs acme 7. IF ANYONE IS SICK 

MN | aE OR INJURED, SPEAK UP. 
preening BUTS Mt | ye Leif SSA UT WE'LL GET YOu 

ASSIGNED ONE A DOCTOR. CARRIAGES 
PER FAMILY. GO AROUND BACK. 


SINGLE PEOPLE 

WILL HAVE TO 

SHARE A 
ROOM. 


FAMILIES 
WITH 
ELDERLY 
MEMBERS 
GET 
PRIORITY 
FOR 
FIRST- 
FLOOR 
ROOMS. 


REALLY 
WITH IT. 


NEW ARRIVALS, 
GRAMPS. 
THEY'RE ALL 
YOURS. 
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I KNOW, I 


KNOW. EVERY 


SINGLE TIME 
HORSES GO 


HOW MANY 
TIMES HAVE 
I TOLD YOU, 


THOSE 
AREN'T FOOD! 


THAT OLD 
GUY CAN TALK 
TO ANIMALS. 
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WE WERE 


BLACKSMITHS waa 
AT A MINE ON Laing 
THE BORDER, oe 
UNTIL TROLLS rele 
APPEARED IN THE ae 


MOUNTAINS. 


WE 
MOVED TO 
A NEARBY 
TOWN FOR 
SAFETY... 


--BUT 
THE TOWN 
WAS 
ATTACKED 
BY AN 
OGRE. 


SO 
WE ALL 
ESCAPED 
AND CAME 
HERE. 


EVERYONE ONLY 
HALF BELIEVED IT, 
BUT ONE DAY ALL 

THE CHILDREN IN TOWN 
HAD THE SAME DREAM 


THERE WAS 
A RUMOR THAT, 
IN THE CAPITAL, 
A HERO CALLED 


ABOUT A SHINING HAWK THE HAWK 
FLYING TOWARD PROTECTS 
THE CAPITAL. PEOPLE FROM 
THAT'S WHEN WE MONSTERS. 
ALL DECIDED 
TO LEAVE. 


DID you 
HAVE IT, 
TOO? 


EVEN 
AFTER WE 


OKE UP, IT WAS 
ea yh LIKE THE HAWK 
REMEMBERED WAS GUIDING 


IT CLEARLY. ME... 


us? WE 
ENDURED A 
WHOLE LOT 


ALL THE 
REFUGEES 
WHO COME 

HERE--THEY 
BARELY 
SURVIVED... 


.--GUIDED 


URNED 
..sRAN FROM Our OF 
THE KUSHAN, OUR HOMES 
CHASED DURING THE 
AROUND BY HUNDRED-YEAR 
MONSTERS, WAR, DEALT 
TOO, AND TI 
TIEN WITH FAMINE 


AND NATURAL 


FINALLY... DISASTER... 
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BONE DRY, | __ 
| MIND AND 
BODY, 


YOU AND YOUR 
BROTHER HAD 
™ IT ROUGH, 


BUT OUT IN pees 7 
et ee ae MONSTERS 


WILL GET 
INTO THIS 
CITY, SO 
YOU CAN 
SLEEP EASY 
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TO HEAR 
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THERE'S | 


NOTHING 
LEFT OF 
THE OLD 
CASTLE... 


CASTLE HAS 
A DIFFERENT 
ARCHITECTURAL 
STYLE 
THAN THE 
CITY BELOW. 
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HEAD OF Maly) \ 
FALCONIA’S SI get 
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GUARD. : 
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HAPPENED 
TO BE 


PROMOTED 

BECAUSE 
THEN HAVE * IWASA 
YOU KNOWN VETERAN 
THE HAWK MEMBER... 
FOR A LONG 


TIME? 


Uf HAHAHA... 
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A CERE- { 
MONY. 
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CHILDREN 
OF 


MOTHERS. 


YOU MAKE 
THE BLESSED 
DEPARTURE 
TO BE IN 
GOD'S 
PRESENCE, 
LET IT NOT 
BE A PARTING 
OF SORROW 
OR PITY. 
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O SOULS 
OF THE 
DEAD NOW 
GATHERED 
IN THE 


| HOUSE OF 


A FUNERAL. 
RELATIVES ARE SAYING 
THEIR FINAL FAREWELLS \; 

TO THOSE WHO DIED 

EN ROUTE TO THE CAPITAL, 

\| AND TO THE SOLDIERS WHO 
DIED ESCORTING THEM. 
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\" WSS] EXCEPTIONAL 
HER ; SSA! TREATMENT, 
HIGHNESS Peay AG FOR 
PRINCESS 


) COMMON 
CHARLOTTE Visayan h/f\ SUBJECTS. 


THE 
BODIES OF 
ALL WHO DIE 
EN ROUTE 
TO FALCONIA 
TEMPORARILY 
LIE IN STATE 
IN THIS 
CASTLE. 


WHILE 


IT /S A MASS 
FUNERAL,THE 
HIGHEST- 
RANKING 
PRIEST OF 
THE HOLY SEE 


(flea 


MOST : 
IMPORTANT- | 4 


GENS eg 
A 76 


PERFORMS 
THE CEREMONY 
PERSONALLY. 


SEER 


.- WITNESSING 
WHAT 
LIES... 


...-BEYOND 
THE EDGE 
OF THIS 


LIFE. 


FOR THEM, 


THIS IS MORE 
»- AND SIGNIFICANT 

DRIVING THAN THE 
PEOPLE SPIRIT WORLD 
FROM OVERFLOWING 
THEIR INTO THIS 


WORLD... 


WHICH DEATH 


BEING AZ MEANS IS NOT 
CONFRONTED bd ZINE Wap retarbe ai AN END. 
WITH DEATH club) HEAVEN AND THE SELF 

WWNA HELL MIGHT 
CALLS (NCAA) res CONTINUES 
PEOPLE'S 2 Boe TO EXIST 
LIVES INTO BEYOND 
QUESTION. IT. 


Thay gh ie My 
F OD fi He SONIA. 
SPIRITS’ $0) 
WORDS, 7 
COME 
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SPIRITUAL THE eae 
RANK LINKS THRONE IS Seu) RIGHT OF 
A LEGITIMATE SOMETHING } MD. KINGS"? 
KING TO THE BESTOWED ) b 
LAND, GUIDING BY THE HAND 
THE REALM OF GOD. 
TO THEREFORE 
PROSPERITY. NONE MUST 
A THEME 
OCCURS IN 
MYTHS AND 
LEGENDS. 
MANY 
ROYAL FAMILIES 
CLAIM IT TO 
BE TRUE IN 


THEIR CASE. 


HUNDRED 
STORIES... 
AN ENTIRE 
DOCTRINE 
LOSE 
THEIR 
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THAT 
SPECTACLE. 


Spee en Bean LQiak PANDEMONIUM 
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IT WILL 
TAKE SOME 
\TIME FOR THE 
CEREMONY 


Hapa \\ 
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THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
I WISH 
TO TELL HIM 
IN PRIVATE, 
AS HE WAS 
OF THE OLD 
BAND OF 
THE HAWK. 


TWO GUARDS A THIEF 


I APOLOGIZE, WERE SEEMS TO 


RICKERT. 
AS YOU HEARD, 
I MUST GO. 


siR Locus, “¢ 
PLEASE TAKE 
CHARGE 
OF HIM. 


DISCOVERED HAVE BROKEN 
. UNCON- INTO THE 
scious! CASTLE! 
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SIR OWEN. 
IF YOU 
DON'T 
MIND, 

I'D LIKE 
TO 
BORROW 
HIM FOR 
A BIT. 
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THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
OF WHICH 
YOU REALLY 
OUGHT 
TO BE 
AWARE. 


you 
WERE ONCE 
ONE OF 
THE HAWK'S 
FEATHERS. 


..-REGARDING 
THE 
PRESENT 
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SEEM TOO 
TO GO 
NEAR IT. 


ABOUT TO 
WHAT HAPPENED aii 
BENEATH 
THE BLACK SUN 
OF ABSTRACT 


Ny 


al 
ANN 


AY 
AS 


N 
Wow 


\ 


\ 


TO TRY 


CITY? 


Ze TOGAN VY 
Ze; A PATRON : 
22 ZS TOWELP 
ye M 
A > ESTABLISH 
BE 7. YOU HERE fy 
‘ize IN THIS 


BOTH 
THOSE 
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ABSTRACT 
TIME. 
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..-AND OF 4 NATURAL YOU 
WHERE YOUR 
WOULD WANT 
COMRADES TO ASK WHAT 
VANISHED 
se HAPPENED 
i THAT DAY... 
I 
ALREADY 
weON KNOW 
THE THE 
AILL ANSWER 
OF 


TO THAT. 


THE HAWK 


HIMSELF, 

DELIVERED IN ba 
A TONE OF oa 
REMORSE? 
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DON, 
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THERE IS 
A GREAT 
DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN 
KNOWING... 


.. AND 
EXPERI- 
ENCING. 


a AS y 
SJ 
(6) 
ae 


fi 
() 
hu a 


DANG IT! you 
REALLY WANNA GET 
EATEN, HUH?! 
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A NEW 
ARRIVAL 
FROM 
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OLD 
BEARDY? 
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I WANT. l=/E 


iN 
Now a (i } 


BLASTED 
KNEE. 
I'D 
SOONER 
JUST 

FLOAT... 


AND I BET 
YOU PLAN 
TO SNEAK 
INTO THE 


Ml AW 
| MAN, 
NOW 
SHE'LL 
BE 
STUCK 
HELPIN' 
\ HIM ALL 


STUBBORN 
ONE. THE 
OTHER KIDS 


THAT'S 
‘CAUSE I'M 
A BLACK- 
SMITH'S 
DAUGHTER. 
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OLD 
BEARDY! 


IF YOUR 
eae eee INJURY ISN'T WHAT'S 
: FULLY HEALED, THAT ALL 
THIS IS JUST 1 YOU SHOULD 
JOINT PAIN THAT SAY SO. RECHT 
COMES WITH OLD OTHERWISE 
AGE. IT'S NO THIS MANUAL 
BIG DEAL. 
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THIS 
IS UNUSUAL, 
THOUGH... 
YOU LETTING 
SOMEONE GET 


: ( / 
\ AMPH. | 
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EVEN SO, Te) 
THAT'S D4 
ONE GREAT 
ONTRAP- 
weneunn, © tha 
RICKERT ie tt 
MADE 


"REPEATING" RICKERT'LL 


BOWGUNG... MAKE 
JUST 
ABOUT 
pe ANYTHING. 
THANKS LIKE 
TO THOSE + AND "EXPLOSIVES"... 
WE MANAGED LOTS 
TO GET MORE. 
HERE. 


MADE THAT 
"SUPPOR- 
TV un 
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MY DAD 
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ONE SWORD, WAS AN 
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WHAT /S 
THIS...71 


THEY THUS CAPTURED 
DEVOTE 


MONSTERS 
THEM- 


ARE 
SELVES BROUGHT 
DAY AND 


INTO THE 
NIGHT TO CASTLE... 
COMBAT 
TRAINING. 


ROHHHHH 


1. JUST 
HUNGRY FOR 
BLOOD AND 
SLAUGHTER. 


THEY ARE, 
GENERALLY 
SPEAKING, 

COMBATIVE. 


IT'S THESE 
SUPERNATURAL | /7’S 


SOLDIERS... | yee, 


win 


LIGHT'S... 
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IN EXCHANGE 


HAWK FOR THESE 
AND MONSTERS, 
GRIFFITH 


THEY'RE 
HUMAN. 


ORIGINALLY 
THESE HUMAN. 
ARE THOSE 
REFASHIONED 
BY CAUSALITY 
AND 
EXTRAORDINARY 
OBSESSION. 


THESE 
ARE 
APOSTLES. 


...THEY'D WERE THE 
aoe SIMPLY HAWK OF 
eine INDULGE IN. LIGHT NOT 

THEIR OWN LEADING 
Gores PTO THE DESIRES. THEM... 
FEARED, Wor THE y 
AND ORLD OF 
DETESTED. 


TOGETHER 
INTO A 


---COMPELLING 
THEM TO BE 
GUARD BEASTS 
FOR THEIR 
WORLD. 


re HE GAVE 
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eo BRUTES 

ye LIKE 


BELONG. 


THEY ae ..-EVEN IF WAR AND YOU 
NEED ONLY a rem fs, ee IS INESCAPABLE, MUST HAVE 
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sworp To «| ¥N | it MAS FIGHT OTHER IN THIS 
PROTECT I Lo BISNN AS NEW 


MANKIND. WORLD... 


EVEN 
THEY IF ae 
SEE FOR : 
THEMSELVES "ABLE. 
THAT THE 
SOUL IS 
IMMORTAL. 
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INCISIVE GREAT KING 
UTOPIA. IN HISTORY 
HAS EVER 
BEEN ABLE 
TO ACHIEVE 


THIS. 


THAT IS 
THE LAND 
THE HAWK 
OF LIGHT 
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I APPRECIATE 
THIS, CAPTAIN. 
PIRATES, A GHOST SHIP, 
SEA MONSTERS, AND EVEN 
MERROW... IT WASN'T 
A BORING VOYAGE. 
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IF YOU WHISPER 
INTO THAT SHELL, 
SHOULD YOUR VOICE WILL 
ANYTHING REACH ME. AND 
HAPPEN. YOU CAN HEAR 
{ MINE IF you 


HAVING GROWN UP 
HUMAN, YOU'LL PROBABLY 
FIND MANY THINGS 
TO BE MYSTERIOUS IN 
THE ELF WORLD. 
BE CAREFUL 
AS YOU GO. 
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IN FAIRLY TALES, WHERE 
ELVES LURE A CHILD TO THEIR 
VILLAGE, HE FORGETS THE TIME 
IN HIS ENJOYMENT, AND WHEN 
HE RETURNS HOME, SEVERAL 
DECADES HAVE PASSED IN 
THE HUMAN WORLD? 
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MUST HAVE BUILT 
THIS FORMATION, AS 
THEY DISLIKE PEOPLE OF 
THE PHYSICAL WORLD 
COMING HERE. 
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START 
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Guts the Black Swordsman ‘and company reach the isle of Skellig in 
hopes that Elven magic can heal the afflicted Casca, but the cure could 
come at a deadly cost. Meanwhile, Guts’ Band of the Hawk comrade 


- Rickert journeys to the city. of Falconia, the seat of power for Griffith, 


the resurrected former Hawks commander. But the glittering towers 
of Falconia cast the blackest shadows, and a legion of demonic mon- 
strosities dwell in the darkness! 


“The best manga ever (Toyfare),” Kentaro Miura’s Berserk is a blazing 
inferno of action, horror, and humor with more than twenty years of 
publication and over a million Dark Horse editions sold. 


This. collection is translated into English but oriented in right-to-left 
reading format, as originally published. 
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